
 

1. Outline of the program 

 
Tokyo Medical and Dental University (TMDU) and Chulalongkorn University (CU) 

International Joint Degree Doctor of Philosophy Program in Orthodontics 
 
 
Human Resource Development Goals 
 

The program is devoted to developing researchers who are well-versed in 
specialized knowledge that spans the life sciences, especially orthodontics, and who act 
as global leaders and cooperate closely with their counterparts in other fields; 
educators who are rich in spirit and have highly developed expertise in devising and 
implementing effective educational strategies; highly specialized medical professionals 
who have uncompromising ethical views and passionate interest in research; and 
opinion leaders who will act as pioneers in a new and more progressive era. 
 
 
Diploma Policy 
 
The program confers the degree of Doctor of Philosophy on students who attain the 
required credits and pass the dissertation defense and final examinations. Degree 
recipients must also fulfill one of the following requirements. 
 
(1) Ability to acquire technical knowledge in English as a common language, and 

communicate smoothly in English. 
 
 
(2) Ability to continue learning in one’s specialty field for life. 
 
 
(3) Ability to understand and speak on current issues in the fields of dentistry, 

especially orthodontics, not only in Japan and Thailand but also in Southeast Asia; 
prioritize critical problems; plan research and formulate proposals needed to solve 
such problems. 

 
 
(4) Ability to be a leader in research, education and dental treatment, coordinating 

with the respective people overseas in the fields of medical and dental sciences, 
especially orthodontics. 



 

Curriculum Policy 
 

The curriculum has been designed based on the following policies in order to create 
an environment in which students can acquire the knowledge, skills, experience and 
leadership abilities necessary to obtain a degree and become a highly specialized 
medical professional. 

 
 

(1) Establish basic and special subjects related to orthodontics to foster professionals 
with strong capabilities in research, in-depth specialized knowledge, thinking skills 
and high standards of ethics, who can contribute to the world through research. 
 
 

(2) Establish clinical subjects that enable students to acquire expert knowledge and 
skills in clinical orthodontics. 
 
 

(3) Organize presentation-style participatory seminars to enable students to acquire 
fundamental capabilities in orthodontics. 

 
 
(4) Organize special lectures on special subjects that enable students to define 

problems in various situations which can be objects of study, scientifically analyze 
them, create science-based solutions for them, and evaluate the results of solving 
them. 
 
 

(5) Establish Practice of Research as a special subject to enable students to plan and 
carry out research which contributes to the world, and establish Experimentation 
and Thesis Writing as a subject to aid writing dissertations with the essential 
content. 

 
 
(6) Evaluate student academic performance based on formative and summative 

criteria, as described in the syllabus, in order to achieve educational goals. 
 

 
(7) Evaluate thesis/dissertation strictly based on diploma policy, and conduct 

thesis/dissertation defense and final examination appropriately. 
 



 

Admission Policy 
 
《What We Expect of Our Students》 
This program aims to foster highly skilled experts as well as global leaders who possess 
a wealth of knowledge and techniques in the field of dentistry, especially orthodontics, 
not only in Japan and Thailand but in Southeast Asia. Qualified applicants who meet 
any of the following criteria are therefore highly encouraged to apply for our program.  
 
 
(1) Eager to acquire advanced clinical ability, basic knowledge and techniques in the 

field of orthodontics, or understanding grounded in the latest research in the field of 
orthodontic sciences and maxillofacial orthognathics. 

 
 
(2) Eager to be an independent basic-clinical researcher in the fields of orthodontics 

with the capacity to take the lead in national/international clinical research projects 
or clinical education upon completion of course. 

 
 
《Basic Entrance Examination Policies》 
Applicants are evaluated in a comprehensive manner through various examinations, 
including a written examination to appraise basic knowledge and essay ability required 
for research in specialized fields, a practical examination to evaluate basic technical 
capabilities, and an oral examination and application document to assess aptitude and 
motivation. 
 
 
 
Standard Number of Years Required for Completion and Conferral of Academic Degree 
 

Five years are normally required to completion. A degree of “Doctor of Philosophy” 
will be awarded to students who attain the required credits and pass the dissertation 
defense. 
 


